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Official Minutes 
Caldwell County Board of Commissioners Special Called Meeting

Date: June 2nd, 2022


In Attendance: 
Chairman, Randy Church
Vice-Chairman, Mike LaBrose
Commissioner, Robbie Wilkie
Commissioner, Donnie Potter
Commissioner, Jeff Branch
County Manager, Donald Duncan
County Clerk, Abby Rich 

Regular Session:

At 5:39 PM Chairman, Randy Church, called the special called meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order. 

Item 1: Updates from NCDOT 

	Brian, an employee from NCDOT contracted with the WPCOG was introduced by the County Manager, Donald Duncan. Brian provided a presentation to the Commissioners concerning upcoming projects that are funded to be completed in Caldwell County. Various projects will take place in different areas across the County. The areas receiving updates are Connelly Springs Road, the intersection of Grace Chapel Road, Dudley Shoals Road, Campground Road, and Peach Orchard Road (Also known as “5-Points”), the intersection of Calico Road and Highway 18, 321-A in Downtown Granite Falls, Highway 321 from Hickory to Granite Falls, Highway 321 and Mt. Herman Road intersection, Highway 321 and Pine Mtn. Rd. intersection, Cajah’s Mtn Rd., Pinewood Road, and Castle Bridge. Brian noted that Caldwell County was lucky to not receive any funding loss due to the cost crisis with materials and fuel. Many surrounding counties lost funding and as a result, lost the ability to complete projects. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Brian provided an update about replacing Castle Bridge. This update sparked conversation among the Commissioners. Concerns were expressed about the amount of property that would be taken from a current land owner. Brian informed the Board that, NCDOT would only have the option to take land from this landowner because the land on the opposite side of Connelly Springs Road is protected by State regulations. Further discussion amongst the Commissioners imposed the question of what would happen to the pillars that support the current bridge. There are concerns because the pillars from the old bridge remain in the water and impose a hazard to marine traffic, especially at night. Brian informed the Board that the pillars supporting the current structure will be removed and that the new bridge has been designed to align its pillars with those left from the old bridge. 
	
Other updates included the use of betterment projects in the County. The betterments offered would be wholly or partially funded by NCDOT with the upkeep being the responsibility of Caldwell County. The Commissioners were concerned with reoccurring costs that the upkeep could bring. The Commissioners would like to give the possibility of betterment projects further thought and decide on this at a later date. 

Item 2: Updates from DSS

	DSS Director, Will Wakefield, provided an update to the Board about the Foster Care Specialty Plan. The State is considering moving to a managed care system. This concerns several organizations because the plan uses a one size fits all approach and it may not adhere to the specific needs of individuals in the Foster Care system. Director Wakefield told the Board that Dustin Burleson from VAYA Health would be at the June 13th Board of Commissioners Meeting to provide more information on the topic. 


There being no business to discuss, Commissioner Potter made the motion to adjourn at 7:22. The motion carried unanimously. 

